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DEFINING OUR PEACE, HUMAN SECURITY 
& DEVELOPMENT PRIORTIES: 

Recommendations from FemLINKPACIFIC’s 
Rural Community Media Network 

Economic Security 
Girls and women, especially in the rural areas, have reported an increase in the burden of poverty which is the inability to afford 
healthy meals or the lack of social protection which include access to land, economic and employment opportunities.  Access to 
electricity is also a concern as some households do not have electricity and some that do are unable to afford the rates.  Having 
access to electricity, especially for lighting and refrigeration, and use of technology for education and information is important 
for achieving human development. Economic security is linked to women’s political and personal security. In rural areas many 
people have been forced to leave their communities because they can no longer make an adequate living and/or have limited 
access to services and opportunities such as health care, education and employment.   

Environment Security:
Girls and women described how the changes in the environment affect their daily lives and whether it is improper drainage 
systems causing flooding, unhygienic conditions and resulting in loss of productive time and livelihoods; water and land 
pollution creating changes in the river/sea ecosystem and leading to loss of food sources; unpredictable weather patterns causing 
flooding and road damage affecting accessibility to school, marketplace and workplace.  
For women with disabilities, environmental security is particularly important to provide them freedom of movement to live 
a productive and meaningful life, and have an adequate standard of living. Environmental security is central to economic and 
health security due to its interconnectedness with natural resources, development, land, sanitation and health security. 

Food Security:
This is more than just food on the table, and women play a critical role in dietary diversity and children’s health.   Food security 
priorities were having enough food to eat, information and services on agricultural opportunities, and active and substantive 
roles in climate change programs.  Food security was about accessibility, adequacy and availability. 
Climate change and economic downturns also impact how women and girls access food.  Most women ate less food than their 
children and husband or went without food so the family had food.  Political and societal instability linked to poor governance 
limit sustainable economic growth. 

Health Security:
Women have spoken about the accessibility and affordability of medication, lack of maternal health care, poor hospital facilities 
and lack of medical and health professionals.  Women also raised concerns on the quality of health care and service provided by 
doctors and nurses, reporting misdiagnoses and delayed treatments.  
Environmental concerns such as flooding, improper disposable of garbage, inadequate sanitation and polluted water cause 
outbreaks of diarrhea and other diseases in communities.   
Health security for women and their families is linked to economic and food security, the ability of people to afford proper 
nutrition and have access to money to get proper medical care, including being able to buy medication.  Health services must 
respond to the specific needs of all women – including women with disability, the elderly and LGBT community.  

Personal Security
This is about the right to live without fear of violence. It requires the prevention of sexual harassment and bullying. Women with 
disabilities highlighted the need for more disability friendly public services and places, including opportunities for employment. 
Communities want to be able to address the root causes of violence and ensure protection from the police. 

Political Security:
This is as simple as having equality in decision making. Women of all diversities aspire to the achievement of 50:50 in all 
community, local and national decision-making structures such as villages, disaster management, local government and 
parliament.  Cultural and social barriers were identified as preventing women from participating in decision-making.  

Peace, Human Security and Sustainable Development is possible when women in all our diversities are equal partners within 
civil society, and with governments and international organisations. 
Women’s participation is key from the local to the national level and must be supported with an inclusive and creative 
information and communication system by amplifying women’s knowledge and voices a shift from reaction to prevention is 
possible



9

Produced with the assistance of UNDP SCEFI/EU

In association with

Phone +6793318160 or +6793307207
Email info@femlinkpacific.org.fj
Website http://www.femlinkpacific.org.fj/

Illustrations Albert Rolls

For more information:


