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The call is that we need to
confront our fears and go into
those spaces... If you want
transformation, then you've got to
engage the system.

If the system stops us, we have to
create our own systems.

ALUMECI BILITAKI 
Mama Ashie Project,
Fiji

We want the enforcement of
Temporary Special Measures, 40% of
seats to be gien to women in
parliament.  

 December 2022
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Our Women in Leadership work came at an opportune time as we prepare for the 2022 Fiji General Elections. Diverse rural
women leaders mentored on their civic and democratic rights and were encouraged to turn up in numbers and exercise it
on December 14.

We equally acknowledge our coalition partnerships on Human Rights, We Rise Coalition and the Fiji Women’s and Young
Women’s Forum that supported National events such as the Fiji Women in Politics Training and mentorship,
Intergenerational Dialogue that enabled a space of intergenerational learning and mentorship and of course our first ever
National Feminist Forum that convened more than 80 women and human rights defenders in Fiji coming together to
embrace collective power of our movements, movement building and the achievement of an Outcomes Document that
encapsulates direct key demands to influence structural and systematic change.

We recognise each and every femLINK feminist media team members for all their continuous efforts and commitment to
both our internal and external work. It's been a big year of supporting diverse rural women to know their democratic rights
and responsibilities and to turn up in numbers to vote.

We look forward to more breakthrough work ahead of us. Thank you again for reading through our feminist media
newspaper. (Maria Nailevu, Programmes Manager and Acting Co-Lead)

This has been an amazing year of implementing activities with the support of the femlLINKpacific
diverse rural women leaders who have been part of our 23 year herstory.
Acknowledging funders who believed in our moving feminist media work which made it all possible to
sustain ongoing safe and enabling spaces we hold with agenda centered on critical areas of women in
leadership, disaster preparedness, our ongoing work on WWW,diverse women’s health and our
ongoing commitment on the SGBV and the yearly commemoration of the #16days of activism.
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The Women in Leadership workshop was convened 
 from 29 June to 1 July 2022. The Convening was a
face-to-face event, first after COVID-19 with over 60
diverse rural women leaders from our 13 Districts,
reflecting the various voices of the diverse rural
women and girls towards recognition and equality.
The theme of the Convening "Through Transformative
Media, Strengthening Policy Pathways and Voice and
Visibility of Fijian Women" reaffirms that women's
voices need recognition via policy pathways to
strengthen their visibility in wider spaces.
The National Convening is implemented in partnership
with the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (Forum
Secretariat) with funding from the European Union
through Technical Cooperation and Capacity Building
Facility (TECCBUF). Under KRA4 of the TECCBUF, the
programme supports the strengthening of the
participation of NSAs and CSOs to participate more
effectively in regional policy making, development and
implementation processes.
Some of the key achievements of the Nationals
Convening included budget submission, an increased
in our media productions, distibution of humanitariun
relief through food and stationary vouchers and an
Outcomes Document reflecting the challenges and
calls to action.
This is also supported by the Australian Government
through the We Rise Coalition

National Convening - 
Strengthening Voices of Fijian Women

Editor's note
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Rural Women Leaders Focus on Health Security and Resilience.

August 9th:August 9th:  
  World Day of IndigenousWorld Day of Indigenous

PeoplesPeoples  

Mrs Lanieta Matavesi
Nadroga/Navosa Rural
Women Leaders
Community Media Network 

"Always Promote, Maintain and Share
the advantages of the Traditional

Knowledge to everyone under your
leadership"

The Role of Indigenous Women in the
Preservation and Transmission of Traditional

Knowledge

26 women leaders, young women and youth
reps from 13 communities and villages
attended the rural women leaders community
media network in Tavua.
Participants included women leaders,
community health workers,district advisory
councillors, youth leaders and women
representing people with disabilities.

As they focussed on the theme, women
continued to address the issues affecting them
and their communities, when it comes to
women's health issue, disaster preparedness
and women peace and security.
Issues addressed included:-
1. Acess to information.
2. Women's access to health services.
3. Lack of Awareness.

4. Infrastructure issue
5. Economic Issue - financial
6. Less representation of women at DRR
Committee's.
7. Access to evacuation centres.
8. Frequent weather updates

As the Tavua network also observed
Pinktober and Breast Cancer Awareness this
month, they were also joined by the Ministry
of Health staff from the Tavua Sub-Divisional
Hospital, who came to create awareness and
speak to the women about breast cancer.

The women's health security issues were
emphasised, including the importance of
their health, importance of having regular
check ups, pap-smear check ups, etc.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nausori?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUp9WzIPUnZblc6s2CXCn9lkn3v4EDuUVxSbi6HqpRZAa1VAFunIxylb7YkxxPgb1faOkrfZck9JVps6G-CSEs5OSFULAPZr_H_kCqzsS5x0-1yvm_vGHeQDKtaepkDNhSUPGAGehBnxJfTZFRKRG7AduTLmxrS94xrAc2vNdBi6Oc37a4im-eBdU8k4iN3Z6RYLltnXg0d57y8XZjxR5c8&__tn__=*NK-R
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Two of our diverse rural women leaders from the  Lami and
Nadroga/Navosa Women's Weather Watch (WWW) networks, Sophie
and Sereana, joined our young women broadcasters, Patrina and
Bulou in having a dialogue on the resilience in disasters in this
stakeholders workshop on Building Community Resilience to Climate
Change - funded by the European Union in the Pacific .

Access to information and meaningfully including diverse young
women in planning out disaster and risk reduction plans, are central
to resilience and sustainable development.

 

Building Community
Resilience to Climate Change

Forging Pathways to Womens Resilience to
Disasters (WRD).

 
 

femLINKpacific’s Womens Weather Watch (WWW) Stakeholder Dialogue:
Forging Pathways to Womens Resilience to Disasters (WRD).

A day of bringing in the new diverse rural women leaders networks of
Nadroga/Navosa, and Lami, and connecting and seeing the entry points of
collaboration and engagement, in supporting the WWW and #Fijian
women's resilience to disasters.

We thank the Fiji NDMO, Fiji Council Of Social Services (FCOSS) Pacific
Community, SPC, Suva and partners and allies. Rotary Pacific Water for Life
Foundation

Funded by the European Union through the 'Building Community
Resilience to Climate Change through Civil Society Action (CRCC Project).'

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/womensweatherwatch?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWFn32P1nzfc8eG8AN0jpRYw6kJpnQUk09geClQtsF3TiadXO1CUqVEGzRuBivlsaB6_aWFCbYIfmUfIrIy-hc39xBNYP2aYKJG84LABY4Z28GikCH_iMux4pxi_zd0L_cwU-KC1QXDQkaFh6wR4p3iOKOd5qdhP5JuuquMO8a8WdS7KWry677d3iOCrXiVRmtkI38LSqlzAezAfZ_spvfn47G-OCIXw5PqEu5GmQRbiQ&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/DelegationOfTheEuropeanUnionForThePacific?__cft__[0]=AZWFn32P1nzfc8eG8AN0jpRYw6kJpnQUk09geClQtsF3TiadXO1CUqVEGzRuBivlsaB6_aWFCbYIfmUfIrIy-hc39xBNYP2aYKJG84LABY4Z28GikCH_iMux4pxi_zd0L_cwU-KC1QXDQkaFh6wR4p3iOKOd5qdhP5JuuquMO8a8WdS7KWry677d3iOCrXiVRmtkI38LSqlzAezAfZ_spvfn47G-OCIXw5PqEu5GmQRbiQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064368116317&__cft__[0]=AZWFn32P1nzfc8eG8AN0jpRYw6kJpnQUk09geClQtsF3TiadXO1CUqVEGzRuBivlsaB6_aWFCbYIfmUfIrIy-hc39xBNYP2aYKJG84LABY4Z28GikCH_iMux4pxi_zd0L_cwU-KC1QXDQkaFh6wR4p3iOKOd5qdhP5JuuquMO8a8WdS7KWry677d3iOCrXiVRmtkI38LSqlzAezAfZ_spvfn47G-OCIXw5PqEu5GmQRbiQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/DelegationOfTheEuropeanUnionForThePacific?__cft__[0]=AZWta8xs7VHs14k8-2pcMnTKHU8A41kIFZ2_YXcbxID-lwrqfltSJhv-XE_5HSu3qs28l21fWgvQI-6UQ6Q82yP_KK2faSEVKv6_U5nOc713VZkL3EgeETpgZUnj2BdgYCEISnCSxNi01TwfLpyJ5LHwxZi4LgFrKUfT_1DvFt2Dwjz32SuVloyZyd6QDDCZAcQOkFdma7mdsJjbhSyiCT0Z&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fijian?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZVTVq7TClAr0S10YK2rCjY3X0PLU-nweBIXciWUkmfLooivk4AgWV1kx8pt_OOj9iUqnF5jaFOdQgl7s7r6vQeaPuY_64bPjCe7D9BLi9YZYzAIwocclKo4P-W4qWCwpSZuY8pjwTu58kBmziviCMNipQiChhELGkQ65Je9GT6xOyrpSCj7rvCr3DzoLqGDXoT71MS5gt9oKkqYdmVLAikh&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/FijiNDMO?__cft__[0]=AZVTVq7TClAr0S10YK2rCjY3X0PLU-nweBIXciWUkmfLooivk4AgWV1kx8pt_OOj9iUqnF5jaFOdQgl7s7r6vQeaPuY_64bPjCe7D9BLi9YZYzAIwocclKo4P-W4qWCwpSZuY8pjwTu58kBmziviCMNipQiChhELGkQ65Je9GT6xOyrpSCj7rvCr3DzoLqGDXoT71MS5gt9oKkqYdmVLAikh&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/FijiCOSS?__cft__[0]=AZVTVq7TClAr0S10YK2rCjY3X0PLU-nweBIXciWUkmfLooivk4AgWV1kx8pt_OOj9iUqnF5jaFOdQgl7s7r6vQeaPuY_64bPjCe7D9BLi9YZYzAIwocclKo4P-W4qWCwpSZuY8pjwTu58kBmziviCMNipQiChhELGkQ65Je9GT6xOyrpSCj7rvCr3DzoLqGDXoT71MS5gt9oKkqYdmVLAikh&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/Pacific-Community-SPC-Suva-487606771626051/?__cft__[0]=AZVTVq7TClAr0S10YK2rCjY3X0PLU-nweBIXciWUkmfLooivk4AgWV1kx8pt_OOj9iUqnF5jaFOdQgl7s7r6vQeaPuY_64bPjCe7D9BLi9YZYzAIwocclKo4P-W4qWCwpSZuY8pjwTu58kBmziviCMNipQiChhELGkQ65Je9GT6xOyrpSCj7rvCr3DzoLqGDXoT71MS5gt9oKkqYdmVLAikh&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.facebook.com/rotarypacificwater/?__cft__[0]=AZVTVq7TClAr0S10YK2rCjY3X0PLU-nweBIXciWUkmfLooivk4AgWV1kx8pt_OOj9iUqnF5jaFOdQgl7s7r6vQeaPuY_64bPjCe7D9BLi9YZYzAIwocclKo4P-W4qWCwpSZuY8pjwTu58kBmziviCMNipQiChhELGkQ65Je9GT6xOyrpSCj7rvCr3DzoLqGDXoT71MS5gt9oKkqYdmVLAikh&__tn__=kK-R
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 Fifteen diverse rural women leaders came together today in
Sigatoka for their first district convening after their network
launch early this year.

The agenda had a specific emphasis on Pinktober 2022 with a
discussion on the importance of health security and the need
for more attention on women's health given that breast
cancer is one of the leading causes of death for women in Fiji.

Through artivism, participants wrote messages of hope  for
breast cancer survivors and patients which are intended for
sharing with the Fiji Cancer Society.

 

PINKTOBER

Nadroga/Navosa rural women
leaders focus on health security

and resilience.

Some of the challenges shared included the lack of awareness
on breast cancer and pap-smear and the stigma associated
with obtaining medical results.

As the country heads towards the cyclone season, the
discussion also centred on disaster awareness and
preparedness and how the network could collectively improve
Fijian Women's Weather Watch (WWW) preparedness and
response.

 

Diverse rural women's network continues to share their
message of hope, strength and love for all the breast cancer
patients and survivors in Fiji.

Let's encourage our community, families including male
family members to visit the nearest health center for breast
and prostate cancer and pap-smear test.
Remember, early diagnosis can save your life.
Prevention is better than cure.

Diverse rural women leaders share their
messages of hope for our breast cancer

patients and survivors

Call us on 3324 960 or email
admin@fijicancer.com.fj for help or

further information.

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/pinktober2022?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUj77_Zg7kiT5rjghcjdNRImPnB70Nh5NdkRsrHCjF5AdZBsJOgOIo3vmrzxfdrumdRp1qN_XLiScMhfrXPHxn7gePTBjKuEJn42GTBqjZSXesgu3syCXGc1zJKB-cAqhW1v7XD54_0rFpX_WgQZoiB59W_oj2rQ3PgGkEGw7kEAFI1FQx-MQUWc-90xB0KzEc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/breastcancer?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUj77_Zg7kiT5rjghcjdNRImPnB70Nh5NdkRsrHCjF5AdZBsJOgOIo3vmrzxfdrumdRp1qN_XLiScMhfrXPHxn7gePTBjKuEJn42GTBqjZSXesgu3syCXGc1zJKB-cAqhW1v7XD54_0rFpX_WgQZoiB59W_oj2rQ3PgGkEGw7kEAFI1FQx-MQUWc-90xB0KzEc&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/FijiCancerSociety?__cft__[0]=AZUj77_Zg7kiT5rjghcjdNRImPnB70Nh5NdkRsrHCjF5AdZBsJOgOIo3vmrzxfdrumdRp1qN_XLiScMhfrXPHxn7gePTBjKuEJn42GTBqjZSXesgu3syCXGc1zJKB-cAqhW1v7XD54_0rFpX_WgQZoiB59W_oj2rQ3PgGkEGw7kEAFI1FQx-MQUWc-90xB0KzEc&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/nadroga?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZUj77_Zg7kiT5rjghcjdNRImPnB70Nh5NdkRsrHCjF5AdZBsJOgOIo3vmrzxfdrumdRp1qN_XLiScMhfrXPHxn7gePTBjKuEJn42GTBqjZSXesgu3syCXGc1zJKB-cAqhW1v7XD54_0rFpX_WgQZoiB59W_oj2rQ3PgGkEGw7kEAFI1FQx-MQUWc-90xB0KzEc&__tn__=*NK-R


#16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM

Your paragraph text

Your paragraph text
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Your paragraph text

"One of the biggest barrier in reporting violence and human rights violations is finance and transportation challenge. 
Its harder for women to report because of our reality on transport hardships and for some of us we have to pay for fuel. That for many
instance, limits our effort in getting justice served and perpetrators held accountable" - Fulori Tagivetaua, Nabouwalu, Vanua Levu

29 rural women leaders community media network member from
Sigatoka, Nadi and Lautoka met together in Nadi for the 16Days
Campaign on Ending Violence Against Women and Girls.
Participants included rural women leaders, young women, youth
reps, people with Disability and the LGBTIQ members
representing faith based group, youth groups and their women's
club.

The participants spoke strongly on the challenges/Barriers
women face in accessing the services;
*Access to information & communication.
*Cultural & Traditional values
*Lack of confidence due to fear and threat
*Culture of Silence
* Village setting - following protocols
* Individuals are not able to exercise their Rights
* Lack of Awareness

When it comes to Disaster Response, participants strongly
believe the inclusion of women in DRR Management is really
important.
"Women are FRONTLINERS, when Disaster happens we must
know the process" Lanieta Burasia - SSVM Nadroga/Navosa.

"We need to see more women included in school boards, private
sector, government ministries, more women to be advisory
counsellor - women need to be included" Julekha Mustapha -
Islamic Sisters Network - Nadi.

The diverse rural women leaders convening and movement
building are supported by the Australian Government through the
We Rise Coalition

In our moving work in the area of women, peace and security, femLINK remains committed to the commemoration of the #16Days of Activism that is observed on
Nov 25 to December 10 by all women and human rights defenders in Fiji and globally.
Last year, we changed our modality by having 4 merged Divisional Convening  early as we head towards our 2022 Fiji General Elections on December 14. The change
is to ensure that femLINK team and the rural women leaders network in our 13 Districts are safe in their homes comes election and also to have enough time to
encourage them to turn up in high numbers and exercise their democratic right to  vote.

29 women, young women, youth representatives, women representing people with disability and the LGBTIQ members from Tavua, Ba and Rakiraki District. The
participants represented more than 20 communities from 5000 households with more than 10,000 population.

As we discussed the theme for this year's 16days campaign on Ending Violence Against Women and Girls, the participants continue to highlight the challenges and
barriers that they face everyday, the impact of Covid 19 pandemic have really increased Violence within the homes.

When it comes to access to information that are available, the participants highlighted that - 
"Most services are available, but victims do not make use of it" Unaisi Bakewa - Disability rep, Tavua. "When we have access to clean drinking water, better
road conditions, having street lights in villages & community, being able to 3 meals in a day and live in a safe community that is safety and security" Sapeci
Vereivalu- Youth rep, Ba.
"We can END Violence if it occurs tell somebody or else it's too late"- Losana Cakausese, Badrau Ba.
"We can all help STOP Violence against women in our everyday lives, by speaking out, by discussing the issues on social media in public and at home"
"Violence Against Women is a serious Issue and increasing everyday, but today women know their Rights, I can say that without a woman the World does not
exist, women are powerful in all aspects of life" Maikeli Vakacegu Ratu - youth rep, Rakiraki.

16DAYS CAMPAIGN on Ending VAWG

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064368116317&__cft__[0]=AZUeCdv7cLXjHga4LAcFnJjdRYQUinrycFkSdGziz-74jleueB9crQFqdleS3xSAdptmFKRgIg_mRl0RQLFWFDv9IRCLAk-PmTk68bFA8nXTLq8K6LHd7TJrPaopjUyyQ0HShPJDX0C_lRCmnqnPV2BAJxfzMnF17xHsV7PUmqK8_V594GrZTBrS8Y9DA8Mp7-ULEDiNPN4sWXjJOGmJG6Uj&__tn__=-]K-R


Trauma may happen to you, but it can
never define you. Together we can stop
violence against women.

-Susana Makitalena, 
Holy Rosary Catholic Women's League
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In the lead-up to Fiji's General Election,
there was a Women in Politics (WIP)
workshop this year, organised by The Fiji
Womens Forum .

Discussions on elections strategies and
experiences, a presentation by the Fijian
Elections Office on changes to the electoral
laws and a gender and women in politics
discussion, were all being discussed.

The Fiji Women’s Forum was formed in 2012 in
order to bring together diverse women’s
groups, towards the shared aim of increasing
women’s participation in leadership.
Specifically, they put aside their differences to
come together to increase women’s
participation in the Fiji national elections held
in September 2014.

The Fiji Women's Forum is made up of 3
women's organization in Fiji referred to as the
co-conveners namely Soqosoqo Vakamarama
ITaukei, femLINKpacific and Fiji Women's Rights
Movement.

The Women in Politics training is supported by
the Pacific-Community-SPC-Human Rights and
Social Development (SPC HRSD).

Fiji Women In Politics

https://www.facebook.com/FijiWomensForum?__cft__[0]=AZWRW-vCKmusWlQ4rVFb6SB9t-sEHQ-xn9bODCa7jSHmOA8nT5CCbyuYi1QD22SiunFoIIIJRgzGaYbegaL2yW5HZ7QSN2yPtsRMeONdr3oQFL7pt4eVwyVUl5uGXCj4UcKpzbIsokSqSjuO8dqCo-EaOFys3o2UDhzhqJr0vJV8K_HBr2ZuTrKYFWtJ3WgEUwvtuWGazcvM1TpeqRJlVulauzsZdycD7Nc7rsSVBuz86iSchYxGsKPZZJ8kBzBJuBs&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/femlinkpacific?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWRW-vCKmusWlQ4rVFb6SB9t-sEHQ-xn9bODCa7jSHmOA8nT5CCbyuYi1QD22SiunFoIIIJRgzGaYbegaL2yW5HZ7QSN2yPtsRMeONdr3oQFL7pt4eVwyVUl5uGXCj4UcKpzbIsokSqSjuO8dqCo-EaOFys3o2UDhzhqJr0vJV8K_HBr2ZuTrKYFWtJ3WgEUwvtuWGazcvM1TpeqRJlVulauzsZdycD7Nc7rsSVBuz86iSchYxGsKPZZJ8kBzBJuBs&__tn__=*NK-R
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#THURSDAYINBLACK#THURSDAYINBLACK
#ENDVIOLENCE#ENDVIOLENCE

Nadroga/Navosa Diverse Women's Messages


